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by Jill Malony

The District #9 School House was built in
1872. Over the years it housed every lower grade.
At the end of its “school house days" it was known
as The Chebeague Island High School. In October,
1953 all grades were consolidated into the "red
school house". Next it became the Town Garage.
The floor and windows were removed and an over-
head garage door was added. When quarters
became tight an annex was built. In December of
1997, the Town turned the building over to the
Chebeague Island Historical Society. With your
support of our programs over the years, and dona-
tions earmarked for restoration, one can see excit-
ing changes taking place.

The MUSEUM OF CHEBEAGUE HISTORY
is becoming a reality thanks to those who recognize
the importance of preserving our unique island
heritage. The building will not only be used to
store island artifacts, but will offer displays and
programs and also a public restroom. The
Historical Society is grateful for the $40,000 in
grants which have allowed us to start this
transformation.

As we approach the holidays, I hope you
will consider the Historical Society as you plan
your year-end giving.

by Donna Miller Damon

The Sloop's Log is more than just a catchy
title for the Chebeague Historical Society's
newsletter. The society's logo, designed by Pommy
Hatfield, depicts a stone sloop, also known as a
rock sloop. These vessels were owned, captained,
and crewed by Chebeaguers. During the Nineteenth
Century, the majority
of islanders were -
directly involved in 5248
this business in one
way or another. Stone
Sloopers were marine
contractors who built
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wharves, breakwaters, lighthouses, as well as carrying
granite from quarries Downeast to railheads up and
down the East Coast. Some of the smaller sloops
blasted away at the rock on Chebeague and
neighboring islands gathering grout (a filler stone)
and ballast rocks. Not only did they reap a profit, but
also they created the shoreline as we see it today! In
the days before steamboat service, stone sloops were
also used for the ladies' annual shopping excursions to
Portland, as well as to freight an island farmer's goods
to market.

Other types of sloops also played a part in
Chebeague's history. Sloops such as the Friendship
Sloop were used by fishermen to haul lobster traps
and to fish for cod and haddock. After the arrival of
the rusticators, sloops were used to take out sailing
parties. Even today, we see sloop rigged boats racing
off Chebeague on Saturday afternoons.

The log of a vessel recorded its story. I'rom
wind speed to weather conditions, from triumphs to
tragedy, its all there in the log to read. The fate of the
vast majority of Chebeague logs is unknown,
however several account books, which describe the
financial aspects of a stone sloop's operation and
diaries which describe every day life have survived.
The Historical Society hopes that a log lies safely put

away in an island attic just
. waiting to be discovered and
read again! Until that time
E we hope that you enjoy
reading about the happenings
of the Chebeague Island

i Historical Society in The
= Sloop's Log.
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The Chebeague Island Historical Society was
founded on April 6, 1984. After years of hearing folks
say "we ought to", I decided we should! More and
more of our history was found on the dump as island
homes were converted to summer cottages.
Occasionally documents and old pictures were saved
because Martha Hamilton made it known that she
would gladly house these items at the Library until a
historical society was formed. If it had not been for
Martha much of the island's past would have been lost
forever. Other people were watching the dump and
shifting through the refuse that came from island
homes. Alice Bowman and many others found
important record books and photographs that they have
since donated to the Chebeague Island Historical
Society. Many others are holding items for us. Mabel
Bennett Hill found many examples of Chebeague's
material culture on the dump, which are now residing
with Joan Robinson, waiting for a home down the
road. But sadly, much has been lost forever.

The founding of the Chebeague Island
Historical Society was a community effort from the
very beginning. Following an island tradition that
folks from away sometimes find difficult to fathom,

island organizations were approached for support and

they eagerly responded. For example, the CIHCC, the

Chebeague Island Council and SAD 51 were essential
players. The CIHCC and the SAD gave us a place to

by Donna Miller Damon

meet and the Council gave us our first donation to pay
for incorporation.

The April 6 meeting was advertised in the
Calendar and word spread quickly. A core group met
that day, while several other people expressed interest
in the new organization, but could not attend the first
meeting. We have a list of everyone who played a
role in the organization's founding. When summer
came, the summer people joined the cause. By 1984,
some summer families had been on Chebeague for -
more than 100 years. It didn't take the organizers long
to realize that the Chebeague history provided a
common ground for all who loved the island. Anyone
who attended meetings before we were incorporated
were considered founders, while members who joined
the Society before the close of 1984 were considered
charter members by paying $5. While that first spring
and early summer were spent creating by-laws and
becoming incorporated, by the fall, the Society was
presenting programs and planning for the future.

From the very beginning, the District
Schoolhouse aka the old town garage was in our
sights. As the Chebeague Island Historical Society is
about to begin its 15th year as an organization, our
sign on the District 9 School is a visible reminder of
the importance this community places in preserving
the past while planning for the future.

by Ken Hamilton

Some good things have been happening this
summer at the site of the old East End or District 9
School. We were aware that once we obtained
ownership of the building some immediate repair was
going to be necessary.  Therefore, in July the
Governing Board entered into an agreement with Mike
Darling and Bob Parker, Building Contractors, to make
repairs that would make the school tight to the weather.

The most obvious repair was to the roof. An
architectural grade asphalt shingle over a plywood base
was chosen for this job. In conjunction with this work
we changed the overhang of the eaves on the annex to
be more compatible to the existing architecture of the
original structure.

Over the years gravel had accumulated around
the building and had clogged all drainage. New drain
pipe and the drain ditches were cleaned.

The foundation of the building was found to be
firm and sound except for the southwest side where the
old toilet clean outs were located. We took this wall
out and built a new cement block and brick foundation.
Other brick work included pointing up and cleaning the
existing chimney.

Another major concern was the condition of the
clapboard siding in certain locations. Many were either

cracked or rotten. We put new cedar clapboards in
these areas and removed an old door in disrepair so
that we could put new siding on the entire northeast
side of the annex.

The front steps were rebuilt to replicate the
original. As of this report, the front door is being
repaired and new hardware added. The windows were
all removed and reglazed, the sashes primed and
painted.

The drainage field for the septic system is in
and the grounds have been graded for better water
runoff.

On behalf of all the members of the Building
Committee, I want to acknowledge the contributions to
this project by Bob Parker, Mike Darling, Wayne Dyer
and crew. I believe our limited funds have been spent
in a wise and prudent manner. [ think we were very
lucky to get the expertise of Darling and Parker with
their crews because they have shown a very strong
interest in the history of the building and what we are
trying to accomplish.

You will be hearing more in the future about
our goals and objectives for the building. We will
report with more accuracy after our first scheduled
meeting with our architect next month.
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Over the last few years, the Collections
Committee has acquired, assessed and catalogued
many interesting, some momentous,donated objects
and archival material all relating to Chebeague.
They range from George Higgins and Ed Jenks old,
rustic farming equipment to very old newspaper
clippings and documents from early settlers of our
island.

Presently contained in a very small room in
the Library, called the Archives Room, there are
volumes of Chebeague's Newsletters, Town
Reports, organizational records and various
mementos and memorabilia from the past. The
room is properly temperature controlled with filing
sleeves and containers all acid-free, a must for long
term storage.

The Collection Committee determines
which items shall be accepted and preserved by the
Chebeague Island Historical Society.

Numerous antiques and artifacts, which
already have been donated and assessed are
temporarily being stored elsewhere on the island.
People's willingness to shelter these valuable pieces
of Chebeague history is very much appreciated.
We are hoping to be able to store them in our new
museum.

Nancy Sharp, Dot Colbeth and Committee
are to be commended for successfully organizing
and cataloging a mass accumulation of unsorted
material that was brought into the Archives Room
by various organizations and other sources during
the past few years .

Sylvia Ross was recently elected as chair-
man of the Collections Committee. On her com-
mittee are Alice Bowman, Joan Robinson, Mabel
Doughty and Marjorie Munroe. The Committee
would enjoy hearing from anyone who would like
to donate a bit of Chebeague's past to the future
MUSEUM OF CHEBEAGUE HISTORY.

by Jane Frizzell

The winter membership meetings of the
Chebeague Island Historical Society will be held on
Monday, January 18 and Monday, February 15.
These meetings will be held at the CRC and will be
work sessions to take a look at the Stone Sloop
books. The March meeting will be held at the CRC
Teen Center. The program will be a video of island
history.

Future programs in the planning stage
include a history of the Chebeague Volunteer Fire
Department, a Long Island cruise, the House Tour,
a talk about Joshua Chamberlain, a report on the
Egypt trip, a report from the architect on the plans
for the restoration of the District #9 Schoolhouse
and a look at the geology of Chebeague. Watch for
details of these upcoming events in the SLOOP'S
LOG and the Calendar. If you would like to help
with any program or have suggestions for future
programs please call me or any member of the
Historical Society Board.

Y

At the July membership meeting, board
member Suhail Bisharat, who is currently serving as
Advisor for the Preservation of 19th and 20th
Century Cairo for the Fulbright Commission,
presented a program entitled NAPOLEON
INVADES EGYPT. He discussed the history of
Egypt and its antiquities and the fact that over the
years Egypt has allowed many of its treasures to be
sent to England and France. The preserving and
retaining of ones’ artifacts was stressed.
Preservation and retention of our history is exactly
what the Chebeague Island Historical Society has
set as its’ mission.

This wonderful presentation brought about
the idea of a trip to Egypt as a fund-raiser for the
Society. Suhail graciously agreed to act as a host
for the tour. “Invasion" plans were made! In
February,1999 twenty people from Chebeague will
head for Egypt. During their sixteen day stay, they
will visit Cairo, Luxor, Aswan, Abu Simbel and
points in between. Included in the tour will be two
cruises on the Nile. What a great way to raise
money and have fun at the same time!
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Adams, Nancy

Ash, Diane

Ash, John

Ballard, Virginia

Barker, Shirley & Cliff

Bates, Jeffrey - Cooke, Susan

Bisharat, Leila & Suhail

Boisvert, Doris

Bond, Evelyn

Bond, Talbott & Carter

Bonebakker, Erno & Victoria

Bowman, Deborah & Bruce

Blackwell, Alice

Breed, Tineke & Bob

Brown, Anne & Robert

Brown, Anne

Brown, Glona

Burgess, Sue & Emie

Calthorpe, Mona & William

Clark, Donna

Colbeth, Dot & Gerry

Collins, Audrey & Dick

Corson, Karen & family
Craven, Madeline

Cushman, Mary & Tom

Davis, Carol Lynn

Dobush, Pat & Henry

Doughty, Louise & Cecil

Doughty, Mary

Durgin, Marianne & Frank

Emery, Vicki & Chip

Formissano, Ron

Freeman, Katherine

Frizzell, Jane

Gaston, Margaret

Grannell, Hans

Grant, Schuyler & Linda

Grunko, Elizabeth & Michael

Hahn, Jeff & Maricel

Haines, Alice

Harnilton, Jeanette & Ken
Hamilton, Martha

Harris, Ed & Elizabeth
Helbig, Gayle

Hill, Eleanor

Hill, Nancy & David
Hobart, Ginger

Holt, John & Mary
Howard, Margery

Howe, Beth - Passano, Mac
Hubbell, Nancy & Henry
Hulbert, Ed & Joan
Immerwahr, Henry & Sarah
Jackson, Roy & Suzanne
Johnson Beverly & family
Johnson, Pam

Jordan, Sheila & Phil
Keller, David

Kendall, Bea

Kennedy, Katherine
Kennedy, Nancy

Knight, Ann

LaGanke, Bill

Laird, William

Leonard, Jane & George
Lunt, Dorothea

Malony, Jill & Allen
Marks, Barbara

Marshall, Barbara & Bill
Martindale, Ross
McLean, Martha
Middleton, Dugan & Elliot
Millinger, Jim

Morahan, Norma

Morse, Sidney & Ted
Munroe, Marjorie & Bill
Nyhan, Olivia & David
Oderda, Lynda & Gary
Pettit, Beatrice & Russell

Phipps, Geri

Prescott, Pat & Ben
Putnam, Robert & Sheila
Ragan, Ruth & Ralph
Robinson, Joan & William
Ross, Alfred

Ross, Catherine & Charles
Ross, Doug & Gina

Ross, Sylvia

Scammon, June

Secrist, Philip & Marthann

- Sharp, Nancy & Will

Sharpe, Ginger
Sheketoff, Cynnie
Smith, Lori
Souchek, Joyce & Don
Springer, James & Carol
Squires, Marilyn
Stranahan, John & Carol
Stranahan, Susan -
Morehouse, Bill
Tonks, Robert
Trains, Vail & Al
Trower, Ann & David
Vaughan, Margaret
Webber, Harland & Mary Ellen
Weiss, Elisabeth
Wemesfelder, Betsy
Wessell, Nils
Wheldon, Nicky & Bob
Whitaker, Al & lean
Whitaker, Janice & James
White, Robert & Linda
Whitney, Don & Janet
Wood, Nina

Life Members
Shirley Burgess
Donna Damon
Charlotte Hatfield

(If your name is not listed and should be please contact us)

Individual Building Fund

Family : Margaret Bates Book Fund

Contributor
Supporter
Donation

Arts & Craft Fund
Cobb/Small Memorial Fund

All correspondence should be sent to:
Chebeague Island Historical Society
PO Box 28, Chebeague Island, Maine 04017 Page 4
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POSTERS - $3.50 CROWN PILOT CRACKER

The Chebeague Library Quilt PIN - $8.00
The Stockman Island Quilt

POSTCARDS - 5/52.00 or 50¢ ea M AGNET - 28,00 CRER

The Chebeague Library Quilt
The Stockman Island Quilt MAGNETS - $3.00

Scenes of Chebeague from our
NOTEP‘A_‘P ER - $6.00 postcard collection
8 pen & ink notes
2 ea. of 4 prev house tour homes SPECIAL ORDER

T-SHIRTS -$14.00 ?fﬁﬁ?g{% ;ﬁ{o-ﬂo
Blue t-shirt with

i R iect!
Historical Society Logo your picture - any subject!

*Suhail Bisharat * Richard Bowen * Sue Burgess * Nancy Chamberlin * Dot Colbeth * Donna Damon *f&
Louise Doughty * Jane Frizzell * Ken Hamilton * Jill Malony * Dugan Middleton * Marjoric Munroe *§3
Mac Passano * Joan Robinson * Sylvia Ross * Nancy Sharp * Vail Traina * Maggie Vaughan * '

n and Jill Malon
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