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Message from the President
by Richard Bowen

Before the advent of historical societies, small
town history was by word of mouth or stored in the attic as
letters, photos, or diaries. The family elders passed down
to the younger generation the local stories of family and
friends. Bedtime tales of old family happenings were told
instead of watching TV or using the computer. For example,
we might have heard the tale (the old folks would have
called this a “yarn”, The Editor) of Uncle Enoch. It seems
that Enoch, while cleaning out a well at the East End, fell
in said well. After two days someone thought to look for
him. He was found a little banged up, wet, and hungry- but
not thirsty now, this tale would not be recorded unless you
had a family that was forthcoming. But with the help of
forthcoming neighbors and the advent of our Chebeague
Island Historical Museum, Uncle Enoch’s tale of woe will
be saved and made available for generations to come.

The founders of the CIHS, bless their hearts,
wanted to be sure that such stories would be preserved. You
see Uncle Enoch was related to many Chebeaguers through
his “TeeHee” connections.

Let us not forget the history of our Summer Na-
tives as well. Antoine Dorticos comes to mind. The Dorticos
family was the first to build a “cottage” on Chebeague. Mr.
Dorticos was a well known architect in southern Maine,
and he designed his own Chebeague residence. Antoine’s
descendent, Bill Mead, still owns the property which is
located on the big bend in the Cottage Road.

Historical trivia combines with more conventional
historical record to make the holding of our Museum.

Donna Damon, our curator, Carly Knight. our Island Fellow,

and Sarah Brown, our Summer Intern have been catalog-
ing a myriad of historical data and storing it in our museum
software. You might be surprised at some of the happening
which are recorded there. I'm told you might find the story
of the last car to go off the Stone Pier due to brake failure if
you are willing to dig hard.

Please stop by the Museum, and please help us add
to the record of your family history.

November, 2006

Weare busier than usual these days; theislandis awash
withthe preparations forustoassumeself governmentnextJuly.
As determined by the state legislature, we have elected nine
representatives and they have set about to settle all the details of
the new Town of Chebeague. Fire and police, roads, the stone
wharf, the harbormaster, the transfer station, the school, the
appraiser, town meetings, zoning...the list is almost endless.

It is too soon to tell you all about that now. The
events that led us to independence are already history,
and can be told. In fact, they have been told. The “cover
story” of this year’s Chebeague Island Annual Newsletter
is called “The Birth of a Town” and is a complete, widely
acclaimed 44 page account by Beth Howe of the entire
14 month process from a public meeting at the Hall, to
Augusta where Governor Baldacci signed the act into law.

The Chebeague Island Historical Society is
proud to publish the Annual Newsletter as a permanent
record of activities on Chebeague. Copies of this 120
page bound publication are only $8.00 ( or $10 mailed
to any address ). Please send your order and check to:

Mac Passano, co-editor
Annual Newsletter
168 South Road
Chebeague Island, ME 04017
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The Mayflower Club
by Sylvia Ross
In the 30’s and 40’s the Mayflower Club was
organized by a rather large group of Chebeague women. ..
probably wishing for a change of pace from events of the

time. Remnants of a recent Depression and a war threatening

over the horizon gave them plenty cause for worry. It does
seem that at one time or another almost every woman on
Chebeague belonged to the Mayflower Club.

The Mayflower Club was formed strictly for
camaraderie, entertainment and just plain fun meeting at
each others house at least twice a month.

It is unfortunate that we do not have a complete list

of the Mayflower Club members. In previous years there
had been the Cheerio Club preceded by the Kiltime Club.
Both had consisted of practically the same members. Yet at
different intervals. .. .different times. Some had belonged to
all three clubs. In other words, attendance varied from year
to year.

‘When the time came for my mother to entertain
the Mayflower Club, I have vague memories of polishing
furniture and silverware, at the ripe old age of ten. I was
rewarded with the skimpy remains of the whipped cream
clinging to the bottom of the bowl and egg-beater! But
Good! Glorified rice always requires ample amounts of
pineapple and whipped cream. It was a favorite and most
frequent dessert.

The Mayflower Club enjoyed trips through the
- moumtains, to the movies, out to dinner, and on picnics: A

special meeting place or “haunt” was Ethyl Miller’s camp
down on the shore near Fenderson’s Wharf.

For those who remember the wonderful benefit
plays the Mayflower Club put on at the Hall, how could
one forget the hilarious antics of Gladys Bennett and Ivy
Walker, in costume, pushing a baby carriage down the isle
with, guess who, Waldo Crafts literally stuffed... almost
permanently ...into the carriage with bottle, bonnet and
blankets. Unsurprisingly a roar of laughter followed.

Gladys Bennett - front  Ivy Walker - in back (on Hall stage)

Leah Webber played the preacher in a mock wedding as she
martied Alice Hill, the “Groom”, and Elizabeth Curit Rush,
the ” Bride”, almgm{iz?«ﬁl&m@sas Bridesmaid”.

Evelyn Seabury was Best Man, Eloise Hamilton Munroe
was the Ring-bearer and Gert Brewer as Father of the Bride.
A fabulous group!

As they Started on their “Trip”!
Ltor Pearl Ross - Leah Webber - Eloise Munroe - Elizabeth Rush
Alice Hill - Gertrude Brewer - Evelyn Seabury

And so they Were Married
Ltor  Gertrude Brewer - Evelyn Seabury - Eloise Munroe (child)
Alice Hill - Elizabeth Rush - Pearl Ross - Leah Webber

Members of the Mayflower Club included
Arlene Barjam, Mildred Beeler, Gladys Bennett,
Madeline Bennett, Madeline Brewer, Alice Cleaves
Frizzell (Blackwell), Geneva Bowen, Gertrude Brewer,
Winnie Calder, Waneta Cleaves, Dot (Bennett ) Doughty,
Virginia Hagen, Delia Hamilton, Ellen Hamilton, Babel
(Ray ) Hamilton, Martha ( Floyd YHamilton, Martha
( Warren) Hamilton, Alice Hill, Ethyl Hill, Mabel
Hill, Leilia Horr, Gladys Hutchinson, Mildred Johnson,
Anne ( Mrs) KomLosy, Betsy Leonard, Dot Mansfield,
Ethel Miller,Melba Miller, Eloise Munroe, Mertie Parr,
MinaPerry, Pearl Ross, Stella Ross, Hlizabeth ( Curit )
Rush, Evelyn Seabury, Bertha Seabury, Lida Small, Ida
Stilphen, Ruth (Elliot ) Thompson, Ivy Walker, Sarah
Webber, Bernice ( McClellan ) White.

Thanks to Betsy Ross, Marjorie Munroe, and Priscilla Ross
Jor furnishing me with important information and Photos
Please forgive me if I have left a name, even though I tried

~

not to, off this list.
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250 Years of Hamiltons
by Jane Frizzell, Exhibit Chair

This year marked the 250th anniversary of Ambrose
Hamilton's purchasing of land on Chebeague Island. The island
was a very different place in 1756, The French and Indian War was
raging, and the Revolutionary War was still some 20 years in the
future. Travel along the coast was most easily done by water. We
don’t know why Ambrose chose to settle on Chebeague. Perhaps it
was safer on the island, and perhaps farmland was available.

Ambrose and his wife, Deborah Soule, not only moved
to Chebeague but also left behind them many children and
grandchildren whose descendants still live on the island, or are
away thinking of that ancestral place in Casco Bay.

Because of this anniversary, two big events were held
at the museum this summer. The first of these was the Hamilton
Exhibit. The focus of this exhibit was the entrepreneurial spirit
of the Hamiiltons over all those years. This large family was able
to sustain itself by getting involved in a certain profession and
changing that profession when it became necessary. The exhibit
featured the Hamiltons working as stone sloopers, as storekeepers,
as owners of boarding houses and hotels, and as postmasters and
postmistress. Many pictures of the family, both past and present
were included. The show was very well received by Chebeaguers
and visitors, including our celebrity guest,Walter Cronkite.

Our second Hamilton event was a Reunion. We made
a big effort to spread the word of this gathering and had many
enthusiastic descendants from nearby and not so nearby in
attendance. The attendees toured the Museum, gathered at the early
Hamilton cemetery lots for a talk by Donna Damon, and obtained
genealogical information from Marianne Durgin or Gloria Brown
at the Chebeague Island Hall and Community Center. It was a
real treat to hear and answer questions both at the Hall and the
Museum.

Deborah Hamilton, Ambrose’s wife and their children are
buried on Chebeague. We do not exactly where Ambrose is buried,
but we do know the location of the land he purchased in Duck
Trap, Maine. This is where he died, perhaps of typhoid fever at age
¢.60 If you get a chance to drive through Bayside in the present
Northport, Maine, you will be traveling across Ambrose’s 200
acre wood lot. Give him a thought as you look out over Penobscot
Bay and picture what it must have been like not long after the
Revolutionary War.

We offer many thanks to all who helped in the Hamilton
Exhibit and the Hamilton Reunion. It truly would have not been
done without you. The Exhibit is still up at the Museum. It’s not
too late to revisit or to check it out for the first time.

00600000 COCSBOIOLIOIOIMDS

photo - upper right

Henry Orren Hamilton 1841- 1918
stone slooper, mason, fisherman, clam digger

Elizabeth Curit Rush Collection
Chebeague Island Historical Society
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A note from Carly
In August, Mary & John Holt and Cynnie Sheketoff welcomed
special guest Walter Cronkite to Chebeague and included the
Museum of Chebeague History as part of his visit. Donna
Damon gave Mr. Cronkite a tour of the Creating Community
exhibit and he was quite impressed with our facility and
the people of Chebeague Island. Several islanders had the
opportunity to meet the legendary anchorman while he was
docked at the stone pier before continuing his journey sailing
the Maine coast on Wyntje with J Holt and Jenny Goff, his
captain and Ist mate. As a tribute to Mr. Cronkite’s 90th
birthday on November 4th, Jerry Wiles gave an entertaining
presentation on his life, complete with a birthday salute
from those attending. The event was taped and will be
sent 0 Mr. Cronkite with best wishes from Chebeague.

Walter Cronkite signing the Museum guestbook
Photo by Jenny
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CIHS Receives Grant to Preserve
Casco Bay Breeze

Any serious Casco Bay historian has studied the
newspaper, the Casco Bay Breeze, to better understand what
life was like in and around Casco Bay during the first two
decades of the twentieth century. Published by Crowley and
Lunt, the Breeze, was issued weekly during the summer and
monthiy during the winter from about 1901-1917.

Bay’s summer resorts and highlights the local residents who
developed the resorts, as well as the many of the early sum-
mer residents who visited the islands and coastal communi-
ties of Casco Bay. The Casco Bay Breeze records everyday
life in the communities as they face the pressures associated
with unplanned growth. Houses were converted into hotels;

wharves were built; stores opened; cottages replaced crops
mlwﬂfm,audwmﬁmtsmﬁ:ﬂuﬂm

mlmmsdesmbetk&mkwhmﬁﬂmymamémm
aameywemabmtﬂwbuﬁmw(dmtth Stories about
M&,mg H Al mmvm mms‘
fishing and more, provide information that is unavailable
elsewhere.
For many years Casco Bay researchers have had

aav&&mmm&&m&ywm&ﬁmm«
ing copies of some issues of the Casco Bay Breeze or drive
to the Fogler Library at 1 *iimvmayefbimemm«
other issues on microfilm, but thanks to a grant from MBNA
Foundation to the Chebeague Island Historical Society, that
is about to change. The idea for the project of microfilming
the MHS collection wwwﬁmdbya collaborative effort
between CIHS and the Fogler Library, which resulted in
Chebeague obtaining a copy of UMO's Casco Bay Breeze
m@mmmmwﬂmﬂmm
the Breeze to enhance its cu ;mesinint, Creating Com-
mumty CIIﬁtmn
ofﬁmCmBaym mclud@smymmihat
are not in the Fogler collection. Nicolas Noyes of MHS was
enthusiastic about the Chebeague proposal and researched
theeomofmepmjw& Thanks to a $1500 grant from the
MBNA Foundation, in-kind contributions by MHS, and a
mm&mmfmﬂ}is the MHS copies of the Casco Bay
Breeze will be microfilmed. The grant provides for cop-
ies of the microfilm to be given to the Fogler Library, the
Portland Public Library, the MHS and the historical societ-
ies on Long, Chebeague, Peaks and Cliff Islands. A limited
number of microfilmed copies will be available for sale to
other interested institutions for about $50 for a two-reel set.

Donna Damon is currently researching and indexing the
Fogler collection and plans to index the MHS collection
after the microfilm project has been completed. Researchers
and institutions interested in acquiring copies of the Casco
Bay Breeze microfilm should contact the Chebeague Island
Historical Society at 846-5237.
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“Lobsterin”
by Kenneth Hamilton

I recently reread a copy of Emil Faubert’s, The
Cracker-barrel Tales in which he states that he hopes
“that these stories and conversations will give lovers of
the Maine coast, and especially its island people, a greater
understanding and appreciation of the way of life then and
now.” He also encourages other island folk to share their
tales. The Sloop’s Log will hopefully give an opportunity for
that to happen.

Faubert quotes Albion Miller as saying that he and
his father always fished every day, hauling the same 150
traps. After a week of this they took a day off and went to
town to sell. Albion had a small boat with a one cylinder
engine but his father in his time either rowed or sailed. This
was a time when lobsters were plentiful and cheap.” Ten
traps could fill a dory half full day after day.” Sounds great
but there was a catch. Lobsters sold in the early 1900s for

1/4 to 1 cent a pound. They caught huge lobsters and tiny
maﬁ&eyﬂlwmsddfm%mm The Cracker

Wayae&mmmammﬁggmm 130 lobsters
fmm 10 traps. Inbsmwesgbﬁi lfzxozpmmdsm

I started “lobsterin” after being discharged from the
Navy in 1946. The first summer [ raked and sold seamoss
wi&iﬁ I m&slmikﬁngasmng ps.. The next year [ went




lobster fishing and got from 30 to 45 cents a pound for
lobsters delivered into Portland once a week.

The number of lobsters caught then was nothing
like Albion’s catch in1918 when he “paralyzed” the lobsters
by filling his “old boat half full”. Times were changing,
especially in the wholesale end of the business. More distant
markets were being reached resulting in a better price per
pound. The average number of traps was 200 to 220 per
fisherman. It was extremely hard work to maintain this
number; nylon was not being used for trap heads, traps were
all built of wood, rope was either manila or sisal and wore
out quickly rubbing on the winch used to pull the traps from
bottom. Before nylon came to be used all heads were knit by
hand using this sisal which was very hard on your hands. It
only lasted one summer, if you were lucky, and then all traps
had to have new heads knit for the next year. This in itself
limited the number of traps one man could fish. One also
had to add the long and tedious job to repair all the traps
built of wood.

Albion Miller of Chebeague Island, at the left is shown
with a couple of “Jumbos” that crawled into one of his
lobster traps off Hope Island during the past week. The
larger one tipped the scales at 12 pounds and the other at
six. The law says that such sizeable crustaceans must be
returned to their native haunts so they were taken ashore
just long enough “to have their picture took™ and were then
released to roam at will on the bottom of the briny deep.

The little “snapper™ at the right holding on for dear life to the
12 pound “Jumbo” is Robert Dyer, aged four, of Chebeague.
The camera operator had to work fast as Bobby had his hands
full and his strength taxed to its utmost to hold the pose with

the giant shellfish long enough for the picture here presented.

Albion tells of a time when everyone saved short
lobsters and shipped them to Portland via Casco Bay Lines
resulting in about three years of no lobsters to catch. In my
time the laws were more strictly enforced by the wardens
but the mindset of most fisherman was that saving short
lobsters was not the sin that it is today in 2006. I do not
think saving “shorts” was the cause, but lobsters got scarce
and I got uneasy so went off to college and went “lobsterin”
only summers until 1981 when [ started full time with a 28
foot wooden boat and 680 traps. My boat and I both got
tired and quit the business in 2002.

What has changed in the sixty years that I have
experienced in the business? First and foremost is the size
and value of the lobster boat. Instead of a few thousand
dollars the cost is usually close to one hundred thousand.
Instead of being powered by a gasoline automobile engine
they have huge marine diesels. Rather than having to eamn
the cost of a boat by working at a job until the money was
saved, banks are willing to make loans. Bankers would only
laugh if you asked for a mortgage loan on anything out on
the island in the forties and fifties. Trap heads are not an
issue any longer because nylon will last the life of the wire
trap. Rope is comparatively soft and pliable and is much
stronger.

For hundreds of years the compass was the -
instrument to depend on for navigation. The best fishing
bottom was found and passed on father to son and located
by means of “marks”(example: Crow Island just showing
out by a birch tree on Roses Point) We now have depth
finders, G.P.S., Radar, and Plotters which gives you the
kind of bottom, your location no matter the weather and the
means to exactly locate your traps on the open sea.

Today, instead of 4 cents a pound, $4 a pound
is more likely. More money is grossed but the expenses
are staggering. There seems to be no way of determining
the future of the business. Scientists are coming up with
opinions every year as to what may tip the scales and
“lobsterin” as we know it is no more. All I know is that our
conservation measures are a necessity and that when you try
to figure out what creatures with no brains are going to do
you will likely not win.

I “grew up on Chebeague”, at least when school wasn't in session in
Wellesley Hills, MA. This was during the ‘30s and until the end of WW
II. We'd walk to town from our cottage at the end of Cordes Lane to shop
at George Leonard’s, Bert Mansfield’s, Grampa Bowen's dry goods, and
usually a visit at Leah Webbers. The right hand window of “Georges” had
big letters proclaiming that among the many items that were available
inside, you could get “KLIM"” - wasn’t sure if I'd like it, so never asked!!
It wasn't until years later that I finally realized, as I was coming
out of the store one day, that included in all the items, they also
carried “MILK” - in case you had forgotten!! Billy Laird

Editors notee When [ was a little girl we lived in Sumatra (1947).
Powdered milk was called klim, milk spelled backwards, and 1 drank
it because that was all that was available there. And, it was yucky!




Remembering our Veterans
by Kenneth Hamilton

Theron F. Hamilton

Theron enlisted in the Navy on Oct. 21, 1948 and attended
Boot Camp at the Great Lakes Naval Training Center.
After completing his training he was assigned to the USS
Albemarle AV 5 [known by her crew as the Able Mabel] at
Portsmouth, VA. The ship was in drydock

Ammmm,m mMAWoﬂ%QwM&»

10 the “Moth Ball Fleet”.

Dominican Republic.

He was transferred to the Reserve Fleet at
Baymne N. J. after decommiss x";}smi While there his three -
year tour was extended to four years due to the Korean
War. While Theron was at Bayonne he helped put many
ships back in commission. One of these ships was the USS
Corregidor, the ship that his brother, Ken Hamilton, had
served on during WW I1. He also helped put the Battle Ship,
New Jersey back in commission to go to Korea. The New
Imysgmﬁr&mmswsmm

He was shipped to the Brooklyn Navy Shipyard
m&tfwdxs&axxemﬁwmweﬂhsﬁhmhmgcmm 16,
1952 and returned home to Chebeague Island. Chebeague
was also being the birthplace of Admiral Willis Cleaves who
had also served on the Albemarle in 1941 when she was
hunting German auismaﬁm in the North Atantic.

lischarged from the Navy he
wmfmmmmmpemcm for thirty Years
servicing Crude Oil Tankers from all over the world.

Richard F. Collins Sr.

Dick volunteered for Military service when he was still in
High School. He joined the United States Marines in 1949
where he was attached to the 2nd Marine Division stationed
athﬁe&uk.?mm&mswaumvﬂmmnmm
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Herman Boxer deceased

Herman Boxer was born in Brooklyn, NY on

~—March 24, 1918 and graduated from Lincoln High School in
3rooklyn. He enlisted in the United States Army following
the U S involvement in World War II. Boxer’s first tour of
duty was on Chebeague Island where he met and married
Leona Doughty, daughter of Captain Edmund and Helen
Osgood Doughty. His barracks on Chebeague was located
at the Schoolhouse Road on land that is now the Volunteer
Field.

After his tour of duty on Chebeague was
completed, he served at Fort Williams in Cape Elizabeth.
Subsequently, he was transferred to Fort Benning, Georgia
where he attended Officer Training as part of the Airborne
Division. Boxer was a Paratrooper and led the team by being
the first to jump during the training session. He completed
his tour of duty with the Army as a 2nd Lieutenant and
settled in Portland, ME, where he joined the United States
Postal Service and served for over thirty years.

Herman and Leona spent their summers on
Chebeague with their seven children; Doris, Jeffrey, Vivian,
Danny, Joyce, Ned and Donna who all have fond memories
of Chebeague. Herman passed away on Jan. 26, 1996
of heart failure at the Maine Medical Center in Portland
surrounded by his family, and is buried on Chebeague.

Daughter, Vivian “Binkie” Boxer recently bought
a new home on Chebeague and now lives with her friend,

_~Lynn year-round on the island. Daughter, Doris, has a
ummer home on Chebeague.

Thank you to our summer docents and volunteers
who during 2006 helped staff the Museum and gift shop,
gave exhibit tours and worked on various office projects.
Marianne Brenton, Anne Brown, Audrey Collins, Jackie
Cross, Donna Damon, Marianne Durgin, Beverly Dyer,

_linda Grant, Martha Hamilton, Hobey Hinchman,

im Millinger, Sylvia Ross, Betsey Whitman
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2005 Appeal Donors A - Rie
Ash, John M. IV Howell, Marcia
Ballard, Joe D. Hunter, Bruce & Cassie
Barker, Clifford & Shirley Hurwitz, Craig & Suzanne
Bass, Katherine Hutchinson, Bruce
Bates, George & Carolyn Schultz  Isenberg, Anne
Bennett, John H. & Abby Snyder  Jackson, Roy & Suzanne
Bimbaum, Lisa & Jesse Johnson, Dawn
Bogle, Sue & Warren Johnson, Ms. Linda
Bonebakker, Victoria & Erno Johnson, Pam
Bowen, Richard Johnston, Kit & Jerry
Bowman, Bruce Kaebnick, Gwen & Greg
Breed, Bob & Tineke Kennedy, Nancy E.
Brenton, Marianne KomLosy, James
Brimberg, Anne M. Laird, Bill
Buczynski, Wanda Layng, John G. & Amanda B.
Burgess, Emest & Susan Legg, Ben & Kyle
Butters, Chuck & Marilyn Leonard, George & Jane
Carleton, Peter & Linda Lessing, Mary-Alice
Chamberin, Mr. & Mrs. Lockwood Levey, Mr. Robert & Ms. Ellen Goodman
Clark, Donna & Douglas MacArthur, Phyllis Mrs.
Clugston, G. Alan Macchesney, Janice H.
Cobb, Dana & Theresa MacNeill, Cathy
Colbeth, Dorothy Maher, Peter & Ellen
Corson, Karen & Jay Malony, Peter
Cushman, Tom & Mary Mansfield, Frank & Barbara
Dobush, Pat & Henry Marsee, Jill & Donald
Doughty, Warren & Lorraine Marshall, Bill & Barbara
Dugliss, Roderick & Lucia Martindale, Ross
Dunn, Gail Weld Maruca, Joe & Regina
Eamest, Bob & Nancy Matrazzo, Milo & Mary Jane
Eaton, Gilbert Mayer, Eidon & Betts
Frey, Helen McCatherin, Kathie
Frizzell, Jane McCuskey, Roberta & William
Galey, Mr. & Mrs. William T. McGee, Joan & Bill

Gilmartin, Ray & Gladie
Grannell, Andy & Dorothy
Qrant, Bob & Georgie
Grant, Schuyler & Linda
Graves, Richard & Judith
Gwillim, Barbara S.

Hahn, Jeffrey W.

Haines, Alice F.

Hales, Charles & Mary Ann
Hamilton, Jean

Hamilton, Karen
Hamilton, Ken & Jeanette
Hanscom, Gail

Hilly, Mr. & Mrs. Charles F
Hinchman, David & Hobey
Hodge, Paul & Avis
Holman, Mary & Lewis
Holt, Mary R. & John W. 111
Houghton, Pauline Brock
Howe, Beth & Mac Passano

!sdxliet;Bmy.fean&Tem
Millinger, Jim & Pommy Hatfied
Moran, Kathleen
Morehouse, William & Susan
Moynihan, Lewis S.
Oderda, Gary & Lynda
Odom, Vicki L.
Olney, Peter & Nancy
Paul-Bradish, Ruth
Perkins, David & Beverly
Ragan, Ralph & Ruth
Rent, John & Sharon
Rice, Malcolm & Sandra
Rice, Peter
Rich, Jon & Amy
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